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Tho workmen in many factories maintain a re sorted and distant attitude in 
opposition to party propaganda, However it is often rossiblo, by 'innnt* of clever 
measures* to affect the frame of mind of tho workers or so to neutralize then 
tliat they show more tolerance in their orposition to the efforts of the Agit- 
FunlrfcionMre . At such tines tlio attitude and opinion of tb© mass suddenly re- 
verses it so If and declares it no If to be for the - -ensures of tho party etc*, 
agreoe to or puts up with than, or adopts then wholeheartedly for hours or 
for days. Often, when this happens, thoughtful and skeptical nan are isolated 
and frequently it is at tf'is tine t?iat denunciations are nado. This reversal 
of attitude is particularly noticeable after well organized factory urograms, 
after noviec and cultural programs or also after visiting new cominity pro .1© etc. 
Moot of the workers then keep up this changed attitude until the next work day; 
hut also frequently, a few hours thereafter, renouod serious doubts appearo It 
is at these tl^os that courier-propaganda lias it greatest effect. 




tho propaganda program in connection with the idea of tho 

ron-5 is planned on a long tom basis and is intended to establish 
the fjroundsaorlc for present cures nocoonary to the democratic stage of 
development in the Bant Stine. The national Front program consists of a con- 
siderable number of separate themes, each of which is to be emphasised more 
or lens according to the particular situation at tho time. For instance, the 
question of the alliance between the worker and the intellectual in being 
analysed in factory group discussions from tho practical point of view baforc 
studying the political significance of this problem. In fact, the national 
Front idea is at first only to be developed along tho linos of t he old problem 
of a union batTraen tlio SdD and other parties and organizations . HKMHHH 
that in no factory has there yet boon any successful work beyond this first 
approach. This is apparently bscauco the party has not yot tucceoded in clari- 
fying this question in the 1 ig jfi t' of the party program. 

The majority of tho workers see in the National Front an attempt by tho GSD to 
creata a wider field of a ction for tho old Democratic Bloc undor the aegis of 
a m\i nationalism. f, ‘ Tint has not been accomplished up till now id. 11 b© accomp- 
lished by using the methods of tho nazis. 1 * Thus tho idea io xridespread in tho 
factories that tho *°BD is endeavoring to obtain legal recognition for its Bloc 
policy without boing prepared to admit tlmt noro conconsio nr of a substantial 
nature are indispensable to the other partios. The striving of the party for 
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unity in brushed aside with tbs observation that unity under the r . ED canmvsr 
be bit a unity of compulsion. Similarly, ths latest explanations of the tareei- 
■vorotand concerning the cessation of expropriation and land reform are anovsred 
Joy even the simplest workers who say that the £33.0 will go hack on these promises 
as soon as it can once more permit itself to follow a less popular policy, 

4, A factor which should not be under-estimated is the attitude of the SBD members 
themselves within the factories,, Nowhere in the factories do the party members 
and other worlcere work with any sharp separation between them. There is thus a 
constant and active exchange of opinion* during the course of which the party 
mentors are vary closely watched by their colleagues* Since these conversations 
are carried on, on the one hand by non^socialist elements and on the other by un- 
organised old socialists and communists* party members find themselves obliged to 
pursue arguments of varying kinds * It is therefore fiecjuent that a former German 
nationalist will be convinced by the honesty of the Nationax Front po t. icy * idiereat* 
an old Communist will be confidentially told that the National Front is merely a 
natter of timely expediency- Such statements are naturally not kept secret but 
are passed on from mouth to mouth with the result that all party matters are ac- 
cepted with tli© greatest mistrust * 

The attitude of the rarty motibers is naturally known to the Parte ivorstand- About 
orjo year ago the latter started a broad educational program within the party 
which was intended to furnish party members with what was considered to be the 
most important weapon in handling all discussions, The main goal of this pro- 
gram was to show the necessity of establishing the National Fronts A secondary 
object was to destroy the acceptance by less intelligent members of the idea 
that it was m 3 rely a tactical move on the part of the Party, The Party knows 
only too well that a large number of the members are on the one hand not suf- 
ficiently disciplined and on the other too class conscious for them to cany out 
the Drogram of the National Front wholeheartedly and in a tactically correct 
manner* in spite of the fact that they may realize the necessity for this pro- 
gram. Through clever guidance, the line of propaganda was changed during the 
course of the past year from one of political alliance to one of a National 
Front, The more discerning members of the party yielded more or loss quickly 
to this new lino which, above nil, required that old socialist traditions be 
placed in tho background* Such an acceptance* however, seldom took nlace 
without some grumbling* Above all, one pro aoixcu oj. 

former Nazis in the factories creates a difficult problem* Sven now it is 
very difficult to find a place for a politically questions .ale 
when Ms sorvice s are required in the interest of the factory. MBBUBHIBI 


6. Since, as shown above, the attitude of the basic units and of not a few S£D 

functionaries cannot be hidden from the rest of the world, and as, in conse- 
quence, the min line of party propaganda is threatened, the party committee 
earn© to the decision that alongside of the intensification of education in 
particular cases, measures should be taken against members who thus 

offend against the party line. Since about April 1949, the attack against 
sectarianism acquired a special meaning within the party. This attack will 
bo particularly significant whenever members or basic units do not mi condi- 
tionally follow the party line in connection with tho fight for the National 
Front > 

7, To sum up, the following conclusions may be made with regard to the National 
Front a 
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a. 


b.» 


Most indifferent uorkera consider it to be purely a Party measure, 
although carrying out certain points of this program nay seed desirable* 
Because of the attitude of the louer party organisations and of most 
members, the National Front program will be given a non-Comunis': ap- 
poa ranee , thus enabling the Party itself to initiate counter-propaganda, 
iihich nuot not bo under© srbim ted o 


*Ph8 party rae aba ra perooivo, In part, tho noco salty for the national From;, 
This section of the party accepts the necessity of these ^ stops on the 
road to socialism", each one doing so noro or Iocs cleverly according 
to his «mfoaajrof handling such a reversal. The greatn-pan; of ;ohe 
party rook along with thio new line on grounds of discipline, al.nougn 
it, -'s all tco confusing from an ideological standpoint, for them w grasp 
the true neaning of tin National Front to the party, and thus for tnea 
under these circunstances, to cany out orooeriy one noasures retpirou o, v 
the national Front policy. 4 third section of the rentora sunlit s oa-j 
grudgingly to tho new line and opposes it both vnthin and outsid- of 
tho party * 
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